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of Congress has been followed by a new statement from the
League, lest Government should show any sign of adopting a
policy of'appeasement* and yielding to Congress demands. The
gulf between the two parties has widened still further. And
though the League by no means represents all Moslems, it has
developed under Mr Jinnah's leadership into a powerful political
organisation which can speak for the majority, with a discipline
as strict as that of Congress. At the by-elections in Moslem
constituencies held since the general elections of 1937, 51 out
of 65 were won by candidates of the Moslem League.

It must be pointed out that, although the League has not been
cooperating officially, its members have been freely helping in
the war as individuals* On the other hand, the whole member-
ship of the Congress party has held aloof from the war effort ever
since the beginning of hostilities. For Mr Gandhi non-violence is
the very essence of his creed and he would not abandon it even for
the independence of India. And the effective leadership of Con-
gress has been his, except during two brief periods when the non-
pacifist section, led by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, gained temporary
ascendancy in the Working Committee. We return to the story
in, detail.

It was during the first of the periods referred to above, at the
time of Britain's great peril in 1940, that Congress passed a
resolution at Poona that if Government made an * unequivocal*
declaration of *full independence' as distinct from Dominion
Status, coupled with the formation of a provisional National
Government at the Centre, Congress would * throw its full
weight* into the organisation of defence.

A few weeks later Lord Linlithgow, in a speech on 8 August,
made what is called his 'August Offer*. In it he repeated the
pledge of full Dominion Status, and conceded that the future
constitution should be framed primarily by Indians themselves
(with, guarantees for minorities); he appealed to all to coopexate
In the war effort, and he invited representatives of the great
parties to join his Executive Council in a war-time Government